54                MADEMOISELLE LE ISTOKMAND.

upon your countenance the effect of the revelations.
She neither prophesied smooth things to you nor
tried to excite your fears, but seemed really to be-
lieve in her own power. She informed me that I
was un militaire, that I should be twice married and
have several children, and foretold many other events
which have also come to pass, though I did not at
the time believe one word of the sibyl's prediction.

Mademoiselle le Normand was born in 1768, and
was already celebrated as a fortune-teller so early
as 1790. She is said to have predicted to the un-
fortunate Princesse de Lamballe her miserable death
at the hands of the infuriated populace. She is also
reported to have been frequently visited and con-
sulted by Eobespierre and St. Just; to have reported
his downfall to Danton, at that time the idol of the
people; to have warned the famous General Hoche
of his approaching death by poison ; to have foretold
to Bernadotte a northern throne, and to Moreau
exile and an untimely grave.

The Empress Josephine, who, like most Creoles,
was very superstitious, used frequently to send for
Mademoiselle le Normand to the Tuileries, and put
great faith in her predictions; which she always
asserted in after years had constantly been verified.
But, unfortunately for the sibyl, she did not content
herself with telling Josephine's fortune, but actually
ventured to predict a future replete with malignant
influences to the Emperor himself. This rash con-
duct entailed upon her great misfortunes and a long
imprisonment; but she survived all her troubles,
and died as late as 1843, having long before given
up fortune-telling, by which she had amassed a
large sum of money.ets,
